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As Marrett points out in his Anthropology, " I t is dangerous to make sweeping
generalizations, but there is at any rate a good deal to be said for classifying
the world's religions either as mechanical and ineffective, or as spiritual and
effective." But the author, apparently, was not interested in the non-useful
beliefs, which he thinks have not survived. Like the bad parasites they were,
these beliefs evidently killed off their hosts. He goes on, therefore, to show-
that the religious attitudes which have proved useful in the history of the
race, taboo, legalism, and redemptive religion can (in line with the recapitu-
lation concept) be made to serve in the religious instruction of the child, the
pre-adolescent, and the adolescent, respectively. If later, the child, now a
man, from the height of ethical morality, looks down on this threefold type
of religious instruction, it will not be with disdain for its untruth, but (shall
I say, like the author?) with thankfulness for its usefulness in his time of need.

Dr. Wells, following Professor McDougall, founds religious belief on the
emotions (each with a corresponding instinct) of wonder, negative self-
feeling, fear, and the tender emotion. With Freud he seems to think, also,
that sex love may be a ground. He further says, "There may be a tempera-
mental basis for susceptibility to religious belief, and temperament is heredi-
tary," p. 26.

The chapter on "The Pragmatic Fallacy and the Fallacy of False Attri-
bution" is all that could be desired to show that one may think a religious
belief valuable without believing that it is true. Chapter III, "A Classifi-
cation of Religious Values" gives a somewhat technical nomenclature to
almost all possible conditions and values of beliefs.

The interesting distinction between "metaphysical" and "scientific"
beliefs, postulated in order to escape a logical difficulty, quite arbitrarily
divides between the very bone and marrow of primitive beliefs, which are as
much "scientific," i. e., put to the test, as "metaphysical," i. e., "trans-
experiential."

A very stimulating book; even though, or perhaps because, it stimulates
one's critical attitude now and then. PAUL CAMPBELL YOUNG.

T H E NEW HORIZON IN LOVE AND LIFE. By Mrs. Havelock Ellis. With
a preface by Edward Carpenter and an introduction by Marguerite Tracy.
Portrait frontispiece. London. A. and C. Black, Ltd., 1921. Pp. xi, 200;
demy, 8vo. Price, 10/6 net.

Mrs. Edith M. O. Lees Ellis, born in 1861, the greatly lamented wife
of the distinguished author of "The Psychology of Sex," lectured many
times in the United States in the memorable autumn of 1914. This volume
is made up of some of her lectures and essays, written between 1891 and
1915. Hers was a memorable personality, and is well denoted in the octette
of Vincent Starrett's sonnet to her memory:
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"Fearless in death as life her soul fares forth
Into the dart, and lights the way ahead.
We may not think of her as> with the dead,

Whose shining purpose lives to mark her worth.
Whose prescient vision looked to happier years:

Whose lucid mind and thought for freedom spoke.
Seeking to lift the suffocating yoke

Of superstition and ignoble fears "

Fifteen essays make up the present volume and they are divided into two
groups, the former entitled "Love and Marriage," the latter "The New Civili-
zation." The names of the former eight respectively are these: "The Love of
Tomorrow," "A Noviciate for Marriage," "Semi-Detached Marriage,"
"Marriage and Divorce," "Eugenics and the Mystical Outlook," "Eugenics
and Spiritual Parenthood," "Blossoming-Time," and "Love as a Fine Art."
There are besides a small special bibliography and an index.

The intimate relation of half, at least, of this volume to abnormal soci-
ology and psychology may be seen from a sample paragraph: "To woman,
under her habits of fear and tradition, sex is too often associated with hypoc-
risy, humiliation, and a necessity to use her body as a lure to exploit men.
She often tries to crush her fine instincts in order to please man, or she becomes
a prude in order to please herself, and so flings the one she thinks she loves,
and herself she thinks she understands, into debauches or episodes through
sheer boredom or self-righteousness. Yet the finer type of modern woman, —
half mystic, half mother, with her reverence for sex and her desire for life
equally balanced — is becoming more in evidence year by year." "Sex is
not a mania," says Mrs. Ellis, "it is a mysticism." "Both conception and
birth have their mystic message in woman from her head to her feet." "The
laws of love are as little understood as the laws of music or painting by the
average person, and yet they are as tremendous in their action as the laws of
gravitation."

The beautiful modesty of this book charms one while its wisdom-of-life
instructs. "A great love is a sacrament, and bread and wine do not fail at the
high altar." GEORGE VAN NESS DEARBORN.

T H E ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM, From a
Physiological Viewpoint. By Charles Manning Child, Professor of Zoology,
University of Chicago. Chicago, Illinois. The University of Chicago Press,
1921. Small 12 mo. Pp. svii, 296; with seventy textual illustrations.

This is the eleventh volume in the University of Chicago, Science Series,
edited by Professors E. H. Moore, Coulter, and Millikan, who are to be con-
gratulated on the production of convenient, well printed, and (relatively)
inexpensive books of research-science.

Four sentences from the Preface help to orient the reader:

"This book is first of all a consideration in the light of recent experi-
mental investigation of certain of the physiological conditions which ante-
date the appearance of the nervous system, and with which its appearance
and development appear to be closely associated. It is, in fact, an attempt


